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considerable damage to the disorderly army before he retired
again to the fort.

By this time Chunda Sahib heard of the capture of his
capital, and, burning with rage, he immediately despatched
his son Raja Sahib with 4,000 men from the army around
Trichinopoly to regain the city and punish the daring English-
men with instant death. This, of course, was what Clive had
hoped for and expected. The withdrawal of so large a force
from Trichinopoly was the proof of his success. With cool
courage, he prepared to sustain a long siege. The fort in
which he was situated was by no means favourable for
defence. It was built in the centre of the town, which was
still in the hands of the enemy, and was more than a mile
round the walls, which were in a state of great dilapidation.
The brickwork was crumbling with age, the towers at each
corner of the fort were in ruins, and the moat was dry in many
places and choked with rubbish. Before long his garrison had
been reduced by sickness and wounds to 120 Europeans and
200 Sepoys, and when Raja Sahib came upon the ground,
gathering reinforcements upon his way, Clive was surrounded
by an army of no less than 9,000 native soldiers and 150
Frenchmen, each of whom, perhaps, was worth in fighting value
six of the Sepoys.

It will be seen, therefore, that Clive was in the midst of a
danger which might have broken the nerve of a very brave
man. But peril was the one thing which brought out all
Clive's finest qualities. During these days all his moodiness
and irritability dropped away from him, and he showed a
constant cheerfulness, a splendid confidence, an indefatigable
energy, which inspired his men, both Europeans and natives,
with his own spirit. Food was scarce, and starvation
threatened them, if the siege continued many weeks. ~ But,
with a wonderful self-denial and generosity, which has few
. parallels in history, his sepoys came to him of their own
accord* and begged that the rice might be given to the English
soldiers^ who suffered so much from hunger, while they them-